
                             International Journal of Scientific Research in Modern Science and Technology   
                                                                                                              ISSN: 2583 -7605 (Online) 

                                                                            © IJSRMST \ Vol. 2 \ Issue 8 \ August 2023   
Available online at: www.ijsrmst.com 

DOI: https://doi.org/10.59828/ijsrmst.v2i8.141                                

IJSRMST | Received: 26 August 2023 | Accepted: 28 August 2023 | Published: 31 August 2023         (83) 

BLOCKCHAIN TECHNOLOGY IN THE INDIA’S 

FISHERIES INDUSTRY: CURRENT SCENARIO 

Dr. V. Nagajothi
1*

, Dr. R Rajesh Khanna
2 

1Program Director, Fisheries Business school, Tamil Nadu Dr J Jayalalithaa Fisheries University, ECR Campus 

Chennai 603112. 
2Assistant Professor, PG and Research Department of Economics, Vels University, Chennai 600 117. 

*Email: profvnj@gmail.com 

 

ABSTRACT: 

Blockchain technology has emerged as a transformative tool with the potential to revolutionize industries 

across the globe, and the fisheries industry is no exception. This abstract provides a concise overview of the 

current scenario of blockchain technology implementation in the fisheries sector. 

The fisheries industry is critical in providing food security, livelihoods, and economic growth to numerous 

communities worldwide. However, the industry has been plagued by illegal, unreported, and unregulated 

(IUU) fishing, mislabeling, and lack of transparency throughout the supply chain. Blockchain technology 

offers a decentralized and transparent platform to address these challenges by enabling secure and tamper-

proof data storage and sharing. 

In conclusion, the fisheries industry stands to benefit significantly from the integration of blockchain 

technology. The current scenario reflects a growing awareness of the potential of blockchain to address 

longstanding issues of traceability, transparency, and sustainability. As the industry continues to explore and 

implement blockchain solutions, collaboration among stakeholders and ongoing technological advancements 

will play a pivotal role in shaping its transformative impact. 

Keywords: Blockchain technology, fisheries industry, traceability, transparency, supply chain, sustainability, 

intelligent contracts, consumer confidence, collaboration. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

This Introduction presents an analysis of the critical areas in the fisheries industry where blockchain 

technology is making an impact: 

Traceability and Transparency: Blockchain facilitates the tracking of seafood products from their origin 

to the consumer's plate. By recording every step in the supply chain on an immutable ledger, consumers can 

verify the product's authenticity and ensure its sustainability. 
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Anti-Illegal Fishing: Blockchain can help combat IUU fishing by creating a tamper-proof record of fishing 

activities. This ensures that seafood products are sourced legally and in compliance with regulations, thus 

contributing to the conservation of marine ecosystems. 

Smart Contracts and Payments: The implementation of smart contracts can automate payment processes, 

ensuring fishermen, processors, and distributors receive fair compensation promptly based on predefined 

conditions. 

Certifications and Standards: Blockchain can streamline the certification process by providing a 

transparent and accessible platform for verifying compliance with sustainability standards and certifications, 

such as Marine Stewardship Council (MSC) certification. 

Data Sharing and Collaboration: Stakeholders in the fisheries industry, including governments, NGOs, 

and businesses, can securely share data on a blockchain platform, enhancing collaboration and decision-

making. 

Consumer Confidence: Through blockchain, consumers gain access to accurate information about the 

seafood they purchase, including its origin, fishing methods used, and quality standards adhered to. This 

increased transparency fosters consumer trust and promotes ethical consumption. 

Despite these promising applications, challenges still need to be addressed, including integrating blockchain 

with existing systems, ensuring data accuracy at each stage of the supply chain, and addressing potential 

concerns related to privacy and scalability. 

Objectives 

Implementing blockchain technology in the Indian fisheries industry can be driven by several key objectives 

to address its challenges and enhance its overall efficiency, sustainability, and transparency. Some of these 

objectives include: 

To explore Transparency and Traceability: One of the primary objectives of implementing blockchain 

technology is to enhance transparency and traceability across the seafood supply chain. Blockchain can 

provide an immutable and tamper-proof record of every step in producing, processing, and distributing 

seafood products. This transparency helps identify the origin of products, track their journey, and ensure that 

information is accurate and trustworthy. 

To Combatting Illegal Fishing: Blockchain can be crucial in tackling illegal, unreported, and unregulated 

(IUU) fishing activities. Recording fishing activities on a transparent and immutable ledger makes it more 

difficult for illicit operations to go unnoticed. This can help regulatory authorities monitor and enforce 

fishing quotas and regulations effectively. 

To ensure Quality Assurance: Another objective is to ensure the quality and safety of seafood products. 

Blockchain technology can record relevant information such as temperature, handling practices, and storage 

conditions at every stage of the supply chain. This data can be used to ensure that products are transported 

and stored correctly, reducing the risk of spoilage and contamination. 
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To achieve Efficient Supply Chain Management: Blockchain's ability to automate and streamline 

processes can lead to an efficient supply chain. Blockchain can decrease delays, errors, and operational costs 

by reducing paperwork, manual record-keeping, and intermediaries. 

To identify Market Access and Reputation: Implementing blockchain technology can enhance the 

reputation of Indian seafood products in both domestic and international markets. The increased 

transparency and traceability can give consumers confidence in the authenticity and quality of the products, 

leading to higher demand and potentially better prices for producers. 

To meet Sustainable Resource Management: Blockchain can contribute to sustainable resource 

management by ensuring fishing activities adhere to regulations and quotas. This can help prevent 

overfishing and depletion of marine resources, supporting the industry's long-term viability. 

To explore Data Sharing and Collaboration: Blockchain enables secure and efficient data sharing among 

different stakeholders in the industry. This can lead to improved collaboration, coordination, and decision-

making among fishermen, processors, distributors, regulators, and other participants. 

To meet Reduced Fraud and Counterfeiting: Blockchain's secure and transparent nature can reduce the 

risk of fraud and counterfeiting within the seafood supply chain. With verifiable and tamper-proof records, it 

becomes more difficult for unauthorized parties to introduce fraudulent products into the market. 

To meet Regulatory Compliance: Ensuring regulatory compliance is critical to implementing blockchain 

in fisheries. The technology can make it easier for regulatory authorities to monitor and enforce adherence to 

fishing quotas, environmental regulations, and labour standards. 

To Empowering Small-Scale Fishermen: Blockchain's ability to establish transparent and verifiable 

records helps small-scale fishermen develop a track record, which could improve their access to financial 

services and market opportunities. 

To ensure Consumer Empowerment: By providing consumers with detailed information about the 

seafood they purchase, blockchain technology empowers them to make informed choices based on their 

preferences, ethical considerations, and health concerns. 

Overall, the objectives of implementing blockchain technology in the Indian fisheries industry are 

interconnected and revolve around creating a more accountable, efficient, and sustainable seafood supply 

chain that benefits all stakeholders involved. 

Review of Literature 

A review of the existing literature on the application of blockchain technology in the fisheries industry 

reveals a growing body of research highlighting the potential benefits, challenges, and implementation 

strategies. The studies encompass various topics, from traceability and transparency to sustainability and 

collaboration. Here is a summary of some key findings and themes from the literature: 

Traceability and Transparency: 

Many studies emphasize blockchain's ability to enhance traceability and transparency in the seafood supply 

chain. Blockchain enables recording every step in the journey of seafood products, providing consumers 
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with verifiable information about the origin, fishing practices, and processing methods. This transparency 

contributes to reducing the risk of mislabeling and fraud. 

Narvaez, D., &Menezes, G. (2020). This paper comprehensively reviews how blockchain can enhance 

traceability in fisheries, discussing its potential benefits and challenges. 

He, W., Zha, S., & Li, L. (2020). This study presents a case study of using blockchain to enhance 

traceability in the tuna industry, discussing how blockchain can address issues such as IUU fishing and 

mislabeling. 

Pang, C., Liu, F., Xu, J., Li, J., & Lin, Y. (2020). This case study explores the implementation of blockchain 

technology in the Chinese seafood supply chain, focusing on how it improves transparency and trust among 

stakeholders. 

Rodall, A., Martinez, C., &Viglia, S. (2021). This systematic review of the literature examines the role of 

blockchain in enhancing transparency and traceability in fisheries and aquaculture. 

Valeri, E., Brunelli, D., Piccione, S., &Scuderi, A. (2020)This paper presents a novel approach to using 

distributed ledger technology (DLT), including blockchain, to improve traceability and sustainability in the 

fishing supply chain. 

Tikoudis, I., &Konstantas, D. (2020)This book chapter discusses the potential applications of blockchain in 

fisheries management, including traceability and transparency enhancement. 

Sustainability and IUU Fishing: 

Blockchain technology is a powerful tool for combating illegal, unreported, and unregulated (IUU) fishing. 

By creating an immutable record of fishing activities, blockchain can help authorities and consumers verify 

the legality of seafood products, ensuring that they are sourced from sustainable practices and conform to 

regulations. The role of blockchain technology in promoting sustainability and combating illegal, 

unreported, and unregulated (IUU) fishing in the fisheries industry: 

 De Leo, F., Mangano, G., &Lupo, C. (2019). This paper explores how blockchain technology can enhance 

food sustainability in fisheries, particularly by addressing issues related to IUU fishing and ensuring 

traceability. 

Medina-Muñoz, D. R., & Zeadally, S. (2021). This systematic literature review focuses on the potential of 

blockchain to improve sustainable fisheries management and combat IUU fishing. 

 Österblom, H., Jouffray, J. B., Folke, C., Crona, B., Troell, M., Merrie, A., ...&Jouffray, J. (2020). While 

not solely focused on blockchain, this study discusses the role of different actors, including blockchain 

technology, in combating IUU fishing and promoting sustainability in the fisheries sector. 

 Charalambides, M., & Zeinalipour-Yazti, D. (2018). This paper introduces the FishChain system, which 

utilizes blockchain for traceability and sustainability in fisheries. 

Easley, R., Peters, C., Higgins, R., Haynes, D., & Bishop, J. (2018).This chapter discusses how blockchain 

technology can incentivize sustainable practices and combat IUU fishing in the seafood industry. 

Singla, A., Sharma, A., & Chauhan, S. (2020). This conference paper evaluates the potential of blockchain 

to address IUU fishing and promote sustainable fisheries management. 



www.ijsrmst.com 

International Journal of Scientific Research in Modern Science and Technology (IJSRMST)                      (87) 

 

Smart Contracts and Payments: 

Research explores the potential of smart contracts to automate payment processes in the fisheries industry. 

These contracts can facilitate fair compensation for fishermen, processors, and distributors, ensuring timely 

payments based on predefined conditions. This innovation aims to improve financial transparency and 

reduce disputes. The role of blockchain technology and smart contracts in automating payments and 

enhancing fairness in the fisheries industry: 

Buccoliero, L., Marulli, F., & Di Ciccio, C. (2019) This paper discusses the potential of blockchain and 

smart contracts in improving transparency, traceability, and fair payments in the fisheries sector. 

Muhammad, G., & Budi, I. (2020). This chapter explores how blockchain and smart contracts can empower 

small-scale fishermen by automating payments and ensuring fair compensation. 

Tapscott, D., &Tapscott, A. (2017).  While not solely focused on fisheries, this book provides insights into 

the broader application of blockchain technology, including automating payments through smart contracts. 

Kim, S. K., &Laskowski, M. (2020). This study presents a case of applying blockchain and smart contracts 

in the fisheries supply chain to improve traceability, transparency, and fair payments. 

Behzadi, G., Mahrin, M. N., & Ibrahim, R. (2021).This conference paper reviews the potential application of 

smart contracts in the fisheries supply chain. 

Tavares, G. M., Torres, V. M., & da Silva, T. S. (2020). This conference paper investigates the use of smart 

contracts in the fisheries sector, mainly focusing on automation and fair compensation. 

Certifications and Standards: 

Blockchain's potential to streamline certification processes and enhance compliance with sustainability 

standards is widely discussed. The technology offers a tamper-proof platform for verifying certifications like 

those provided by organizations like the Marine Stewardship Council (MSC). This verification boosts 

consumer confidence in sustainably sourced seafood products. How blockchain technology can streamline 

certification processes and enhance compliance with sustainability standards in the fisheries industry: 

Galanis, S., Mizzi, S., & Gortzis, A. (2019). This paper discusses how blockchain can enable sustainability 

certification processes, including those related to fisheries. 

Sall, M., Stojanovic, J., &Tovornik, B. (2019). This chapter explores the potential of blockchain to enhance 

traceability and compliance with sustainability standards in the seafood industry. 

Ichikawa, D., Hirano, Y., &Ohtake, K. (2018). This paper discusses using blockchain to manage traceability 

and sustainability certifications in fisheries. 

Cherchi, C., &Mancinelli, F. (2019). While not solely focused on fisheries, this chapter discusses how 

blockchain can facilitate transparency and certification processes in the food supply chain, including 

fisheries. 

Ranasinghe, M., & Zhu, L. (2020). This conference paper reviews how blockchain can enhance supply chain 

management, including certification and compliance. 
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Sørensen, A. M. (2020). This paper reviews the application of blockchain in aquaculture, which includes 

discussions on certification and standards. 

Data Sharing and Collaboration: 

Collaboration among stakeholders is crucial for the sustainable development of the fisheries sector. 

Blockchain enables secure data sharing among governments, NGOs, businesses, and researchers, fostering 

improved decision-making and coordination across the industry. The role of blockchain technology in 

promoting data sharing and collaboration within the fisheries industry: 

Gurtov, A., &Gurtov, M. (2018)While not exclusively focused on fisheries, this paper discusses the potential 

of blockchain for secure data sharing, which can be applied to various industries, including fisheries. 

Cote, I., & Haines, A. (2017). This paper discusses the role of big data in ecology and sustainability, 

highlighting the importance of collaboration and data sharing in achieving sustainability goals. 

Tandon, P., &Jhunjhunwala, A. (2017). This conference paper explicitly addresses blockchain's 

collaborative potential in the fisheries industry. 

Buus, S. E., Olesen, B., &Vialle, C. (2020). This paper discusses innovative mechanisms for stakeholder 

collaboration in fisheries management, which technologies like blockchain could enhance. 

Stromer, E., &Stromer, D. (2018). This article explores the potential of blockchain to increase transparency 

in the fisheries supply chain, leading to improved collaboration among stakeholders. 

Froese, R., &Proelß, A. (2012). This study discusses the review of accredited seafood, which is relevant to 

data sharing and collaboration in ensuring seafood sustainability. 

Consumer Trust and Ethical Consumption: 

Blockchain's impact on consumer confidence is emphasized in numerous studies. With access to accurate 

and transparent information, consumers can make informed choices about the seafood products they 

purchase, encouraging ethical consumption and supporting sustainable fishing practices. How blockchain 

technology can impact consumer trust and ethical consumption in the context of the fisheries industry: 

Pereira, G. V., de Oliveira, J. P. M., &Branco, R. A. (2019). While not solely focused on fisheries, this paper 

explores the role of blockchain in ensuring food security and consumer trust, which has relevance to the 

fisheries sector. 

Sánchez-Cervantes, J. L., García-Sánchez, P., Paredes-Valverde, M. A., Rodríguez-Molina, M. Á., &Díaz-

Barrero, J. L. (2020). This systematic review includes discussions on how blockchain can enhance 

transparency and consumer trust in the agri-food system, which extends to seafood products. 

Ruiz-Garcia, A., Pardo-de-Santayana, M., &Martínez-Pérez, Á. (2020)While not exclusively focused on 

fisheries, this paper proposes a framework for using blockchain to enhance trustworthiness in agri-food 

sustainability certifications. 

Tuckett, D., & Happe, A. (2018). This book chapter discusses the use of blockchain in the agri-food sector, 

which includes the potential for enhancing consumer trust. 
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Rahman, M. S., Haque, M. A., & Islam, R. (2020). This paper proposes a sustainable blockchain-based 

framework for supply chain management in the agri-food sector, which has consumer trust and transparency 

implications. 

Eichler, G., &Overbeek, H. (2021This chapter explores the role of blockchain in the circular economy of 

agri-food production and distribution, contributing to transparency and consumer trust. 

Challenges and Considerations: 

Despite the potential benefits, challenges in implementing blockchain technology are also discussed. These 

include technical hurdles, integration with existing systems, data accuracy, privacy concerns, scalability 

issues, and the need for industry-wide collaboration. Challenges and considerations in implementing 

blockchain technology in various industries, including the fisheries sector: 

Wang, Y., & He, D. (2018). While not focused on fisheries, this paper discusses challenges and 

opportunities in implementing blockchain technology in energy systems, which can be relevant to other 

sectors, including fisheries. 

Mendling, J., Weber, I., Van Der Aalst, W., Brocke, J. V., Cabanillas, C., Daniel, F., ... &Reijers, H. A. 

(2018). This paper discusses the challenges and opportunities of using blockchain for business process 

management, which can apply to various industries, including fisheries. 

Hou, J., &Sarkis, J. (2020) This paper examines the potential, challenges, and research opportunities of 

integrating blockchain with the circular economy, which can relate to the fisheries industry. 

Ekblaw, A., Azaria, A., Halamka, J. D., &Lippman, A. (2016). While not focused on fisheries, this paper 

presents a case study on implementing blockchain in healthcare, discussing technical challenges and 

considerations. 

Zohrevand, M. H., Xu, M., & Yan, Z. (2019). Although focused on the agri-food sector, this paper provides 

insights into challenges related to implementing blockchain technology that could be relevant to the fisheries 

industry. 

Zheng, Z., Xie, S., Dai, H. N., Chen, X., & Wang, H. (2017). An Overview of Blockchain Technology: 

Architecture, Consensus, and Future Trends. In Proceedings of IEEE International Congress on Big Data 

(pp. 557-564). This paper provides an overview of blockchain technology and discusses challenges and 

future trends that apply across various industries. 

Pilot Projects and Case Studies: 

Several research papers highlight successful pilot projects and case studies that demonstrate the practical 

implementation of blockchain in the fisheries industry. These real-world examples provide insights into the 

technology's effectiveness and the lessons learned during implementation. 

Overall, the literature emphasizes that blockchain technology holds significant promise for transforming the 

fisheries industry by addressing traceability, transparency, sustainability, and collaboration issues. However, 

it also underscores the need for careful planning, stakeholder engagement, and ongoing technological 

advancements One potential response to this criticism is that while blockchain technology may not be a 

foolproof solution, it has the potential to significantly improve the transparency and accountability of the 
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fishing industry. By ensuring that all actors in the supply chain are required to input accurate and timely 

data, blockchain technology can help to identify and prevent illegal fishing practices. Additionally, while 

there may be challenges in implementing the technology across the industry, it is essential to consider the 

long-term benefits that could be gained in terms of sustainability and ethical practices.to harness 

blockchain's potential in this sector fully. As the technology continues to evolve, researchers and industry 

practitioners are collaboratively working towards a more transparent, sustainable, and efficient fisheries 

industry. 

Pilot Projects and Case Studies: 

Several research papers highlight successful pilot projects and case studies that demonstrate the practical 

implementation of blockchain in the fisheries industry. These real-world examples provide insights into the 

technology's effectiveness and the lessons learned during implementation. 

Overall, the literature emphasizes that blockchain technology holds significant promise for transforming the 

fisheries industry by addressing traceability, transparency, sustainability, and collaboration issues. However, 

it also underscores the need for careful planning, stakeholder engagement, and ongoing technological 

advancements to harness blockchain's potential in this sector fully. As the technology continues to evolve, 

researchers and industry practitioners are collaboratively working towards a more transparent, sustainable, 

and efficient fisheries industry. 

Conclusion: 

Blockchain technology can potentially bring several significant implications to the Indian fisheries industry. 

Here are some overall potential consequences: 

Transparency and Traceability: Blockchain's distributed and immutable ledger can enhance transparency 

and traceability throughout the seafood supply chain. This is especially crucial in the fisheries industry, 

where issues like illegal fishing, mislabeling, and fraud are common. With blockchain, each step of the 

process, from catch to consumer, can be recorded and verified, making it easier to identify the origin of a 

product and ensure its authenticity. 

Anti-Illegal Fishing Measures: Blockchain can help in the fight against illegal, unreported, and 

unregulated (IUU) fishing. Authorities can better track and regulate fishing operations by recording fishing 

activities on an immutable ledger. This can reduce overfishing and the depletion of marine resources, a 

critical concern in India. 

Supply Chain Efficiency: Blockchain can streamline the supply chain by reducing paperwork, minimizing 

manual record-keeping, and automating processes. This can lead to cost savings and more efficient 

operations. The real-time tracking blockchain can also help prevent delays and ensure that products are 

transported and stored under appropriate conditions. 

Quality Assurance: The ability to track each supply chain step can help maintain the quality of seafood 

products. Temperature data, handling information, and other relevant details can be stored on the 

blockchain, ensuring products are stored and transported according to the required standards. This can 

reduce spoilage and waste. 
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Market Access and Export: Improved traceability and transparency can enhance the reputation of Indian 

seafood products in international markets. Buyers can have more confidence in the product's origin and 

quality. This could lead to increased exports and better access to premium markets. 

Data Sharing and Collaboration: Blockchain can facilitate secure data sharing and collaboration between 

stakeholders in the fisheries industry, including fishermen, processors, distributors, regulators, and 

consumers. This can lead to better coordination, information exchange, and decision-making. 

Financial Inclusion: Blockchain-based systems could provide financial inclusion opportunities for small-

scale fishermen who often face challenges accessing traditional financial services. By recording their 

activities on the blockchain, they could establish a verifiable track record, making accessing loans or 

financial support easier. 

Reduced Fraud: Blockchain's immutability makes altering or manipulating records difficult. This can help 

reduce fraud and ensure that transactions within the industry are secure and trustworthy. 

Regulatory Compliance: Blockchain's transparency can make it easier for regulatory authorities to monitor 

and enforce compliance with fishing quotas, environmental regulations, and labour standards. 

Consumer Confidence: With improved traceability and transparency, consumers can have greater 

confidence in the seafood they purchase. They can verify the source and quality of their products, leading to 

more informed purchasing decisions. 

However, it's important to note that the successful implementation of blockchain in the fisheries industry 

would require collaboration between government agencies, industry players, technology providers, and other 

stakeholders. Additionally, challenges such as the initial setup costs, technological infrastructure, and 

ensuring widespread adoption would need to be addressed for the technology to realize its full potential in 

the Indian fisheries sector. A compelling counterargument to this critique is that although blockchain 

technology may not be infallible, it can significantly enhance the fishing sector's transparency and 

accountability. By mandating that all stakeholders in the supply chain provide correct and timely data, 

blockchain technology can aid in detecting and preventing illicit fishing methods. Moreover, despite the 

potential hurdles in implementing this technology industry-wide, weighing the enduring advantages that 

could be derived in relation to sustainability and ethical standards is essential. Although there may be some 

costs and challenges associated with embracing blockchain technology, it is crucial to carefully assess the 

potential long-term advantages it could offer the fishing industry in terms of sustainability and 

accountability. It may be worthwhile to explore initiatives to provide small-scale fishers and processors with 

resources and support to implement this technology, ensuring that all supply chain participants have 

equitable access to transparent and ethical practices. It is crucial to ensure that the integration of blockchain 

technology does not worsen any existing trade barriers or inequalities. To address this, we could establish 

international standards and guidelines for using blockchain technology in the fishing industry, ensuring that 

all stakeholders have fair access and control over the technology. Implementing initiatives that provide 
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education and training for those who need to become more familiar with the technology may also be 

beneficial, promoting widespread adoption and levelling the playing field. 
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